INTRODUCTION.
THE order in which Shakespeare's Historical Dramas
were written shows that he probably did not at the
outset contemplate the full-length picture of the Civil
Wars which he ultimately painted.
Having, as his first effort in this direction, touched
up the play now known as the First Part of Henry the
Sixth, and subsequently joined in re-casting two dramas
entitled respectively "The First Part of the Contention
betwixt the two famous Houses of Yorke and Lancaster" etc.,
and " The true Tragedie of Richard Duke, of Yorke, arid the
death of good King Henry the-Sixt," etc., he completed in
Richard the Third the tetralogy of the House of York.
Whether Richard the Second preceded or followed Richard
the Third is still doubtful. Both were probably written
in the year 1593-4, and Shakespeare had no doubt by
that time determined upon the Lancastrian tetralogy,
made up of Richard the Second, the two parts of Henry the
FonMh, and Henry the Fifth. The connection between
ohese four plays is so close that they must 'be read
together in order to understand Shakespeare's treatment
of the usurpation by Henry the Fourth, and the con-
sequences to which it gave birth. As the Greek tragedy
generally brought out the inexorable vengeance of
destiny, so in this dramatic cycle the poet seems to